Minutes of H.J.Cambie Secondary School

Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

_____________________________________________________________________________________

6:30 p.m. Meeting called to order by Dave De Ré

Attendees
· Administrator – Neil Kamide

· Executive Members – Dave De Ré, Nisha Dhawan, Sheena Gingrich, Raj Johal, Pat Lewis, Gladys Ogugua

· Non-Executive Members – Harjinder Cooner 

1) A) How to help students study better – A presentation was made by a team of staff headed by Carly Hollander who focused on ideas on how to help our children study better at school and at home.  It was very well presented and over 20 parents and students attended.  A big thank you to Carly and her team for their continued support and hard work with our children.

B) Career Planning and Post Secondary Selection – A second presentation took place by Vic Pantaleo the Career Planning Counselor who focused his presentation on what trade programs the district offers to Grade 11/12 students and how he and the other counselors help guide students onto post secondary education or work experience.  He made much information available to the parents including websites that help guide students.

2) Approval/Amendments to Agenda – Dave De Ré made the motion to accept the agenda with the addition of item #7 – Staff Appreciation Luncheon and then in turn moving Administration Report as Item #8 and Door Prize as Item #9.   The agenda was approved as amended.

3) Adoption of Minutes – November 25/09 – Dave De Ré made the motion to accept the minutes with one correction – there was a January 19/10 RDPA meeting.    Seconded by Sheen Gingrich.  The minutes were approved as presented with the change.

Correspondence – There was no correspondence.
4) Reports
· Chairperson – Dave DeRé advised no new updates. A discussion took place on “Where the PAC needs to go in regards to Fundraising to increase our cash flow”?  All members were asked to think about this and the topic of Fundraising would be the Hot Topic at the March 17/10 PAC Meeting.
· Treasurer – Pat Lewis provided the following report as of January 20/10
· Account Balances:
· PAC General Checking Account 

$4,043.54
· After Grad Account



  4,492.93
· Total Gaming Funds



         2.71
· Total PAC Funds



$8,539.18
· After Grad – Tammy Cameron was unable to be present so Pat Lewis and Dave De Ré presented a report on behalf of the committee.  The planning is underway and things are moving along.  Many volunteers are still needed to make this event successful.  Personal and Corporate donations are coming in and hopefully will continue to fulfill the needs for this event.  A party planner has been hired which will take a lot of stress off the committee to handle many of the details within the committee budget.  A fundraising event will be taking place in conjunction with Boston Pizza selling “Hearts”.  We purchase these for $1.00 and we will sell them for $2.00.  The $1 cost goes to the Boston Pizza Foundation and the $1.00 profit to Cambie will go towards the After grad.   
      Pat Lewis also had information regarding a T-shirt campaign.  There are some students who have made t-shirts with the Inukshuk design on the cover with a slogan of “Big Chunky“ on top of the symbol and “Don’t Knock my Rock” underneath..  There is also red maple leaf with 2010 below it on the sleeve.  These t-shirts will be sold by this group for $20.00 and will donate $5.00 to the After grad.


Another possibility of a fundraiser could be a pizza day.  Tait currently does this and is headed up by Jerry Giesbrecht from Fraserview Church.  Dave will look into this.  We would also have to work with the food services company at Cambie.
· RDPA – Gladys Ogugua reported that at last weeks RDPA meeting focus was on the Aboriginal Agreement in Richmond with the School District.  This mandate is for the Kindergarten – Grade 12 curriculum and will take place between First Nation’s groups, the School District and all stakeholders.  Currently 1.2% of the population of students in Richmond are First Nations.  Last year the graduation rate was 47% in Richmond and 50% in the province.
Monica Pamer is our new Superintendent and she has worked in the district for 30 years and her 3 children have attended Richmond schools.  Currently they are looking a ways of dealing with the $5 - $9 million-dollar shortfall for next year.  There is one more meeting scheduled on February 4/10 at MacNeill Secondary School from 7 – 9 p.m. to discuss with parents the fallout from this news and how the district will look at working with it. 

6)  Old Business – Dave DeRé
· PAC Scholarship Process – Most secondary schools in Richmond have the policy in place in which any student taking an apprenticeship program must apply for Scholarships from their home school.

· Robotics Club funding – A conversation has taken place between My. Byres of the Robotics club and Dave De Ré in regards to their funding.  They have been able to secure some more funding but are still a long way away from their goal to reach the funds to attend the International Competition in Dallas this year.  This accomplishment is something for us all to be very proud about at Cambie as this group is in small number and have made great strides in their field.  They have put Cambie on the map.  A motion was made to give the Robotics Club a donation of $500.00 from the PAC General Operating Account.  This is on top of the $500.00 they have already received from the Gaming Funds.

7)  Staff Appreciation Luncheon – Dave De Ré initiated the discussion about having the luncheon again this year and the consensus was “yes”.  The date of June 25/10 has been chosen and Mr. Kamide will advise the staff of this date.  More details will follow at the March 17/10 PAC Meeting.
8)  Administration Report – N. Kamide

· Program Planning Night – February 4/10 – 7:00 p.m. – This year will focus on a Course Options Showcase Night.  Grades 7 – 8 and Grades 8 – 11.  Staff and students will be on hand and there will be breakout sessions this year.
· 2010 Vancouver Olympics – Business will be as usual although on Friday, February 12/10, students will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m. with a modified schedule that day.
· Budget – $1.5 million dollar deficit this year that the district is dealing with still and many result in money being taken away from current programs or administration this year.  The $5 - $9 million-dollar shortfall for next year is also a grave concern.
9) Door Prize – Pat Lewis was the winner of a Shoppers Drug Mart Gift Certificate.
Meeting adjourned at 9:25pm.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday, March 17/10 @ 7:00pm in the school library. 

